Hepatitis B immune serum globulin and standard gamma globulin in prevention of hepatitis B infection among hospital staff: a preliminary report.
In May 1973 a controlled double-blind clinical trail with prophylactic injects of hepatitis B immune serum globulin (antibody titer by passive hemagglutination 1:355,000) and standard gamma globulin (1:100) was started in Sahlgren's Hospital, Göteborg, Sweden. The annual attack rate of clinical hepatitis B in the three departments studied had been 5 to 8 per cent during recent years. A total of 118 members of the hospital staff were prophylactically treated while 125 staff members were unwilling to participate and received no prophylactic treatment. During the first 20 months of study nine cases of clinical hepatitis B with jaundice occurred within the untreated group (7.2 per cent) while three cases (2.5 per cent) were observed in prophylactically treated individuals. After decoding it was found that 60 individuals had received specific hepatitis B immune serum globulin while 58 had received standard gamma globulin. Two of the three clinical cases of hepatitis B occurred within the standard gamma globulin group. Both groups included two individuals with transient antigenemia only and the standard gamma globulin group also included four individuals with antibody seroconversion.